BILL ON FREE AND COMPULSORY EDUCATION

QUESTIONNAIRE

YOU ARE THE JUDGE!

Please read the Bill and the following questions.  You may exercise five options of answers on a score of 0 to 4, each score signifying as follows:

0- NO

1- NOT CLEAR

2- TO SOME EXTENT

3- TO A GREAT EXTENT

4- YES

	S.NO.
	QUESTIONS
	ANSWERS

	1.
	Does the Bill intend to eliminate the dual education system learning centers for some and regular schools for others?
	

	2.
	Does the Bill guarantee equity of educational opportunity?
	

	3.
	Does the Bill transfer elementary education to the Panchayat Raj Institutions as promised under 73rd / 74th   

Amendment of Constitution?
	

	4.
	Does the Bill address the Common school system (CSS) and neighbourhood school system as recently stated by the HRD Minister in the Parliament?
	

	5.
	Does the Bill give autonomy to the ‘school committee’ accepted under the CSS in the National Policy?
	

	6.
	Does the Bill make private schools accessible to the poor, the disadvantaged and the disabled in a spirit of offering equity and equal opportunity?
	

	7.
	Does the Bill prohibit corporal punishment and humiliation to children inflicted by adults in a school?
	

	8.
	Does the Bill give freedom for innovation and creativity to the academic community and avoid being prescriptive?
	

	9.
	Does the Bill use the terms such as inclusion, excellence, quality, standard etc?
	

	10.
	Does the Bill make home language and regional languages as medium of education in all schools at least up to primary level as committed in the NPE and the ‘National Charter for Children 2003’ recently placed in the Parliament by HRD Minister?  
	

	11.
	Does the Bill reduce the gaps between academics for the ‘talented’ and skills and vocational for the “failed’ as recommended by Ramamurti Report?
	

	12.
	Does the Bill reduce the possibility of education for children with disabilities by segregations in special schools?
	

	13.
	Does the Bill avoid defining disability in such a manner so that it does not become a labeling for some children?
	

	14.
	Does the Bill take into account the UNESCO Salamanca Statement and encourage inclusive education in schools?
	

	15.
	Does the Bill take into account the other provisions of the Constitution, the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Persons with Disabilities Act, 1995 for covering children up to an appropriate age?
	

	16.
	Does the Bill guarantee that teachers shall not be used for non-teaching purposes, and the school space shall not be used for purpose other than educational except for polling booths?
	

	17.
	Does the Bill indicate that the Governments will take full responsibilities of achieving the UEE within stipulated time?
	

	18.
	Does the Bill make it compulsory for the central and state governments to make funds available for achieving the UEE?
	

	19.
	Does the Bill make sure that funds for the UEE are not misused and diverted and the ‘whistle blowers’ get adequate protection?
	

	20.
	Does the Bill specify dates for implementation of different provisions and do not leave them vague and open?
	

	
	TOTAL SCORE
	


Total score:


· Less than 30: unacceptable and fail 

· 31 to 60: tolerable and debatable

· 61 to 80: acceptable and pass

Note:  This questionnaire is prepared and circulated by the Social Jurist to collect views of the concerned citizens. It is requested that the reply may kindly be sent to Social Jurist, 479, Lawyers Chambers, Western Wing, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054 (Contact Person – Ashok Agarwal M-9811101923) or through E-Mail: socialjur@mantraonline.com by 31st December 2003.

